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ABSTRACT

The later half of the 2&entury was a witness to a large number of enviemal movements, mainly as aconse-
guence to various development models that was goatto ecological crisis. Man’s encroachment itite environment
has been characterized through technological adearent and urbanisation. This is juxtaposed to thte’s appropria-
tion of land rights and associated resources of mamities dependent on the latter for survival. RisEnvironmental
movements are, then, seen in the context of dejaivaf traditional rights and an attack on thedlihood of these com-
munities. These movements were seen as an assefitidril society to retrieve their rights over ldrand/or natural re-
source that had been the crumbled under ‘developmefects’. My study on environmental protestbased on the na-
ture of mass mobilisation and gender inclusive ipgration that entitle to successful ecological mment. This paper
includes success stories of major environmentalemants, such as Chipko, Plachimada, and GreenrBelement,to
exemplify local communities as torchbearers of mvhental conservation. Furthermore, the paper eérasthe unparal-
leled role of women in ecological activism and dixi making processes. The methodological condideaare based
on theoretical perspectives and research studiesezhon in this field by various scholars. In thenclusion it was found
that, the region specific mass mobilisation, ancaldknowledge, experiences could positively aréitaithe interests and
demands of people across religion, caste, cultm@ @mmunities. It was further realised that maasgigipation of wom-
en brought about significant change in the natund aourse of environmental protests by adding reategjies to ecolog-

ical planning and sustainable development.
KEYWORDS: Environmental Movement, Sustainable Developmemijiist Political Ecology, Local Knowledge
GENDER AND ENVIRONMENT PERSPECTIVES: AN INTRODUCTIO N

Much has been written about the relationship betwiwemen, nature and development, a relationshiprevhe
women's work, like nature, is often undervaluedieirms of acknowledging the interdependence of woarel nature in
preservation of the environment to foster sustdengbowth. Studies (Shiva 1988, Agrawal 1992, Rbézde 1996) assert
that, women are prominent actors in domestic chasesell as contributors to environmental rehadtilin and conserva-
tion. Even at international regimes, the Millennium Diepenent GoalSinclude two inter-related issues, gender equality
and environmental sustainability, foregroundingmen as major bio-diversity conserviavolving women in protecting

the environment have helped societies to develsgnae of responsibility among the common peopléhnis needed to

! The eight famous goals in the Millennium Summitt in 2015 were defined under the category of dfilium Development Goals. They composed
of objectives as to reduction in poverty, unemplepty women empowerment, universal education, enmiental sustainability, etc.
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maintain a good balance between mankind and the'®aesourcesThis has been reflected in their conservation tech-
nigues with reference to agro-biodiversity, throdkyd evolution of their own working system. Runadlian women collect
the dead branches which are cut by storm, to ustiéb wood rather than cutting the live trees, daesirating a sensitive
approach to the environment. Some other statigfiata published by the International Fund for Agitieral Development
(IFAD)?, shows a deep connection between women, naturdearlopment. The data give a glimpse of how, saccess
to both male and female in agricultural inputsaesburces leads to increasing farm income by 20e3@ent. In Eastern
Asian and Sub-Saharan areas, women constitute &bfgser cent of agricultural labour, working alma@2 to 13 hours
per week more than men. However, inequality is dbemugh men’s livestock holdings that is twicettbé women'’s,
while their landholdings average three times thafseomen. These statistical figures, reflect on petancy of women to
ensure development, although, various models oéldpment are pro-men and based on violence agaatste.In this
backdrop, the claim stands apparent that, womea bhaslose connection with their local environmant] along with the
children and marginalised sections, are often tiaevictims of environmental degradation, withwarequal relationship

in resource planning and managemeBailgy, S., Bryant, R. 1997)

The ecological departure of rural and tribal wonisrglearly visible while explicating the contrading relation-
ship of men, women, and environment, designed aralamination of men and patriarchal values. Thissigecially true
in the context of developing nations, where womemn articularly more involved in the subsistencévées (such as
cooking, rearing child, agricultural labour, et@hd thereby more seriously affected by environalgudllution. It is im-
portant, for these women, to have a larger aceesssburce use and management, and to have a tetision making in
day to day activities. This is, however, deniedhtem as many societies are under strong patriasthaiture and discou-
rage women to have a public life of interactioraocess to their rights. Thus, the main point béag in the Third world,
the women's activities related to ‘livelihood’ cenns have greater role in environmental presemafitis has to be en-
hanced by providing access to resource use andgearent at grass root levél.limited access to resource use and man-
agement, creates an epistemological gap in envieatahplanning with a little knowledge, availablg of women’s expe-
riential base, to be utilised in the public poldgmain. This systemic exclusion of women at thneeial levels of the
decision making process, that is, resource useramhgement; local knowledge systems; and ecologitalism lead to a
‘gendered environmental politi¢sAn important consideration could then be, can worparticipation in ecological
movements confront such politics while creatindadfprm for, or contributing to alarger women’s neonent in India and

other the developing countries?

If sustainable development is a goal of the glalmahmunity, the role of women in achieving this badbe ac-
knowledged and enhanced both at a theoretical Evetlwith a pragmatic approach. In the later hkathe 20th century,
the most dominant discourse to influence the growiody of literature on Women, Environment and Depeient, is that

of ecofeministf, a broad canvas of ideas and practices, evoldrgely from Western women's participation in thexwo

IFAD is an international financial institution amdspecialised United Nations agency dedicatedadieating poverty and hunger in rural areas of de-
veloping countries.

Environmental politics delineates, both the pdiitioout the environment and a disciplinary study isifocused on three main components: “the study
of political theories and ideas related to the mmrment; the examination of the environmental staraf both mainstream political groups audlogical
movementsand the analysis gfublic policymaking and implementation affecting thnvironment, at local, national and internatideaéls.” For this
paper, | will focus mainly on idea of environmenpalitics as developed in political (mainly femit)itheories, related to ecological movements. Sayin
that the environmental politics is ‘gendered’ inura, means that, women are largely excluded fribth@three main components as mentioned above.
‘It must be noted that ecofeminism is itself a patai ecology + feminism, indication a combinatifrfeminist and ecological movement.
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en's, ecology and peace movemelhtsias argued that degradation of the environmgmtssociated with oppression and
violence against women and had a deeper impactstaisable development, creating s new disciplin@guiry into the
interconnection of women and natukHowever, Western Ecofeminists are criticised feating women as a ‘universal’
category without acknowledging the fragmentatiorithiw women based on caste, race, religion ancregpecific live-
lihood issues of the developing world. In this eafwritings of Vandana Shiva (1986; 88) emphasisehensearch for a
new, spiritual relationship between society (culjuaind nature where women are portrayed as ‘natumatonmental car-
ers, both because of their role in nurturing lded their experiential knowledge gained from wogkatosely with their
environment. Nature-women affinity in the Third Whrtends to inter-relate ecological concerns Watiger socio-political
concerns of the gendered power structure, as wahare a huge responsibility of livelihood and sustaility in the so-

ciety.

Another crucial phenomena of the period beginniiognf1970’s was discerned at the level of civilisbcin the
form of new environmental social movements. Feagufrom urban pollution (as in case to London Smuogvement,
American urban waste movement) to region spedifielihood issues (such as in Chipko, Appiko, initntb Brazilian
Rubber Stamp movement) or displacement issues @sithe Narmada BachaoAndolan and Tehri Dam Movemdn-
dia), these ecological movements became protest f&it women around the world. A new vibrant enwinental politics,
both nationally and internationally, were visiblelzese sites, that fetched into a distinct palitecology perspective treat-

ing gender as a critical variable in resource osmagement and environmental planning.

To have mentioned that gender dimension of enviental issues rests on two interlinked claims, Ifirstomen
and men stand in a different relationship to tegivironment, and second, the environment is a geddssue, that is,
women are treated subordinate to men in ecologmadervation, | am interested in arguing for nonegged environment

politics, from the perspective of feminist politiecology.

Feminist Political Ecology was first introducedlif96 Routledge volume edited by Rocheleau, Thorages
and Wangari, to develop a conceptual frameworlef@mining human-environment issues. Focusing orcriheial aspect
of gender in shaping socio-ecological change, tivgyied against ‘gendered’ nature of environmeraétigs due to the
following factors: gendered access to resourceamse management; gendered knowledge system; ancgehdower
relationship. These three themes, are importaimviestigate the exclusion of women in grass rootagical activism and

public policy domain.

The first theme explains, the gendered accesssmurees (for e.g, generally only men entitled tsotgces)
which leads to gender based asymmetries in wonexckusion to certain kind of property rights. Fostance, due to ra-
pidly changing farming system women are largelyle@ked from the initial agricultural process, plouggand market
work. In other words, with increasing specialisatiout migration, commercialisation, women are geinlely employed
in all agricultural work in rural areas yet the denentitlement of resources is differentiated. fligbts over resources and

gendered responsibility of management of resouseesme an important concern here.

The second theme of gendered knowledge systemegmhwith the views and perceptions of ordinary kacal
people that must be valued. Feminist's politicallegists argue that rural ‘local knowledge’ mustadéued in comparison
to the urban/modernist epistemology. The concefaaiflogical other,’ that is, excluding unrecoguiset of values, prac-

tices, understanding of a community to the in-sémddr general understanding of environmental \sahred polices be-
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comes prominent here.

Lastly, the third theme of gendered power struciarbased on male domination and patriarchy thstricts
women to a private domain of household, hindertmgjrtactivities in the public domain, as they amaeguainted with
proper rights, responsibilities and managementeBdgring environmental politics would involve peigiation of women
in public fora, in relation to ecological as wed socio-economic concerns. The recent surge in wnaetivism is attri-
buted to their response to the changing local enwirent and shift towards the model of ‘sustainatgeelopment’ at
global regimes. However, there has been not orte‘nuitiple and interconnected sites of strugg)ethere women have
begun to redefine their identity and the associatednings of gender through collective struggle exefcise of human
agency both at private and public domain. There @ an indication of co-emergence of ecological women'’s
movement from this perspective. It would be wortha/Here, to discuss the three movements whichlalisiptegrated

(with themes) role of women to ensure successfulrenmental politics and gender response.

Women, Nature and Environmental Movements: Study ofChipko, Plachimadaand Green Belt

Movement

“The environment movement can only survive if @ddrmees a justice movement. As a pure environmergnman,

it will either die, or it will survive as a corpota greenwash.” - Vandana Shiva

Though numerous movements over ecological condews taken place in India and worldwide, but | haken
up only three out of them. The first two movemearis Chipko and Plachimada. These movements hasedraindamen-
tal questions regarding rights and access to naesaurces. While Chipko raised the question ofi@wwhip and manage-
ment of forest resource being linked to the liveditl of local people, particularly women; Plachiméddgame a torch-
bearer for river protection/conservation, an istha was enormously raised by women, highlightimg nefariousness of
big corporate houses making profits over riverygah. The last movement discussed is Green Beltdvient of Kenya,
a non-government organisation, that mobilises louedl women in their drive to plant trees, adagptal conservation
practices and oppose any governmental action fkaipd the local ecology and gender-specific livetid concerns. Un-
derstanding the role of these environment movenisnisportant to explicate gender sensitive apgnaaenvironmental
movements and civil society processes as a preaigg|didor gender inclusive measures to foster samdiregionally ap-

propriate environmental planning and sustainableld@ment
Chipko Movement: Epitome of Gender Inclusive Partigpation

The roots of the Chipko movement go back to sewvéeahdes, originating in the Indian Himalayas (@aih
dedicated to saving trees by hugging them, upottieal of axemen (who came to fell off the tréesebuild the area for
commercial purposes). The term ‘Chipko’ looselynsiated in Hindi for 'hug' and the word 'andola@ams movement.
With SunderlalBahuguna, as a prominent leaderag started on 30 May 1969 during the 'Ziladan' ttéfdkashi in the

wake of Acharya VinobaBhave's Gram Swaraj Movement.

A reflection at the grassroot activism showed a kawl of environmental politics emerging with tlmovement.

One of the important and interesting aspect ofnttewement was the involvement of women. Gaura Davijmportant

SGillian Hart's (1991) analysis within Malaysian ¢ert in response to women’s role in both ecologpratection and sustainable livelihood at home,
challenging patriarchy.
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woman leader in the movement, had later recounted,

“It was not a question of planned organisationhaf wvomen for the movement, rather it happened apeously.
Our men were out of the village so we had to coamvdrd and protect the trees. We have no quartl ariybody, but

only wanted to make the people understand thaexistence is tied with the forests.” (Drew, p.238)

It was for the first time, women involved in a wihat was to an extent unusual in any ecologicalenwnt in
India. Chipko is a reflection of women’s dispositito exercise their rights over resource use antag@ment, as the dep-
letion of forest resource had a deep impact on tivellihood, since they were the domestic protectaf the family. Com-
bined with this, their local/traditional practiceresource conservation, and specific understandfrthe environmental
regeneration in the Himalayas, made them objectctmemercial developmental model enforced by th&estBhis was
seen with their objection to dispose off and cwdrethe dead trees which could lead to soil erodignto logging practic-
es, while their own hearths would remain cold. Mwex, Chipko women believed that at specific |cwagi only ‘particu-
lar trees® must be grown as they would look after the seiélfwater and fertiliser needs in a better waycdntrast to
techno-scientific model of the state officials (Bhd990). In fact, demurring about the genderezkss to resource man-
agement and knowledge system, has been a sigtiitategy for Chipko women to question the powgradnics in the

society.

From many ecological protests, Chipko grew intoidewmovement against gender inequalities with wobads-
ing up issues of alcoholism, domestic violence demhanding a greater share in decision making. 8oidgnts are sug-
gestive of an accompanied women's movement witteénetological protest. (Shiva, V., &BandyopadhyiE386) In fact,
these protests were not only against felling oé$ts but to save their livelihoods and to preventral disaster by use of
their holistic ecological understanding of foregis. important speculation was given by Bina Agan{&992) regarding
the involvement of women in the movement by expfegjrhow women's participation led not only in theess of eco-
logical movement but also led to contestation aiacstructure and patriarchy at the later stader&fore, by challenging
the gendered access to resource management antekigeveystem at pubic domain, lead them to coptasiarchy in the
private sphere. Such a level of participation affirour theoretical framework of gendered enviroradgpolitics that re-
flects upon the greater role of women in grassraot&/ism as an important criteria for successmf acological move-

ment.
Plachimada Movement: Exemplify Gender Politics Agaist Water Pollution

Plachimada is a small hamlet and forms a part afifRattyPanchayath of Chitturtaluk in Palakkad disin the
state of Kerala. The people in this area hail fmoor socio-economic background, with half of plopulation as mi-
grants from rural Tamil Nadu who came here in deafclabour and livelihood. The major livelihood thie people was
agriculture and agro based labour forms. Howevisenthanted with low productivity and returns, deopere finding
opportunities to shift to different professionsiditvas provided with India’s new economic policyl®91 and its decision
to liberalise the financial laws and business rtteattract foreign investments resulted in revisiaCoco-Cola’s company

that was restricted under FERA Act. The companicialfy applied to PerumattyPanchayath for pernoissio set up a

This had been seen in their response to energgsctighen people improvise in many ways to colleeirtbasic needs for energy resources, in cooking
and other activities. In many communities, cropdess such as Arhar sticks and Cotton sticks aged as increasingly for fuel. Crop residues, unlike
most trees and weeds, are private property in rmammunities, which are now appropriated by theestat
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bottling Plant in Plachimada on 8 October 199%hén began its operation in Kerala. However, inwuds of local

community,

“they came to our village with glittering offerdiat our people would get many job opportunitiethim plant; the

overall development of our village would be takanecof; the economic growth of the area would bengtthened. . .”

In an initial assessment of environmental impacised by the Hindustan Coca Cola Beverages Priviatédd
(HCCBL) at Plachimada, it was found that none @fsthpromises stand fulfilled (Wramner, 2004, pV8jat drew thou-
sands of people into protests was the culturakfoamation with an adverse effect on ecology amdstistainable livelih-
ood, with tribal women being the most vulnerabletiem. Firstly, due to the decline of agricultutieere was a steep fall in
the employment opportunities in the region, whiohcéd around one thousand people to leave theggilia search of
work. This led to an extra burden on women with dstitc chorus already in the hands. The companyigedwabout 400
employment opportunities out of which nearly 300reveasual labourers with only 30-50 local peoplnéhethi report
2002). The outmigration had all the negative impanftso called development induced displacemeror@#y, the food
culture of the people underwent basic changes. dgasn had much impact on women as the paddy ldmed-up or con-
taminated, many stopped cultivating paddy and \&ges. Finally, it caused political apathy, a ueiquolitical culture
characterised by the tendency to abstain from thiéiqal process. Overall, the extreme rising grdwater pollution and

associated miseries, gradually involved more ancerpeople in the Plachimada protests.

Looking at the protest strategy reveals a tremeadole of women in grassroots activism, reflectimga novel
environmental politics in South India. In this ggle too, we can find the participation of womenimhadue to loss of
traditional rights over natural resource that hagreater impact on them, with their role mainlyaatted to subsistence
activities. The sit-in-demonstration against thenpany at Samara Pandal saw women from all sphgoesg or old,
along with their children. They were often arrested held without charges by the police officeed, this could not dimi-
nish their fight. Most of these were women fronbati communities, since they were the one are whe \weverely af-
fected but the Company’s operation. This was sabee, they were neither employed in the Companythey had any
access to clean water resources to carry theitaldgy activities. To quote Rugmini, a residenPt#chimada colony, “We
have lived here for the last 20 years. Before teary, we need not have to go out to fetch wateweter, today we walk

a distance of two and a half kilometres to coltea pots of water.” (Pilla, 2008)

The first women to notice the changes in the qualitwater and its impact on domestic life, was Eammma; a
homemaker in Plachimada district (Pariyadath, 2086 discussed the matter with her son, Veloom8mathan, who
was the first one to mobilise villagers to make idgie of water contamination, a paramount impega®uring his mo-
balisation, it was mostly tribal women, who wereenested in public deliberation for an effectiveeiest articulation (Pa-
riyadath, 2006). Vilayodi Venugopal, another soaieivist who was closely associated with the mosetnconfirmed the
immense participation of women, particularly tribahd dalits, formulating unique protest strategiBanjini&Prakashan,
2007)

In order to realise the effective role of women,yiemma, an illiterate woman from Eravalar tribese up to

mobilise other women to form Coca-Cola Virudha Saar@amiti (also known as the Anti Coca-Cola Straggbmmittee)

" As quoted in ,Wramner, E.(2004). ‘Fighting Cocéooization in Plachimada’.MKU:Spring Term.
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in Plachimada. The committee held a continuousegtatutside the Coca-Cola's factory gates, demgrittirpermanent
closure. Their main reasons of protest were theadeis related to reclaiming their rights to accdsgsources, safe and
clean drinking water. Her movement was joined bywynaative people, both men and women, in orderrtitept their
natural resources. Mayilamma inspired women toigipdte in struggle by stating that, ‘When you #&rfdoke, you drink
the blood of people.’” A lot of coverage and impoda was given to it by the ecofeminist leaders MedhaPatkar and
Vandana Shiva while, Mayilamma exclaimed the Sp@ak award by Outlook magazine and the SthreeShdatiaird.
She, later on, inspired many women to come at puggaces and reclaim their rights. Collective actib public domain
gave them courage to speak up against other sesiads affecting them at private domain, with Mayima setting a

strong example, exclaiming human agency and sdrssfo(Pariyadath, 2006)

The use of regional specific knowledge in watersesmation and harvesting has been going on fordéscan In-
dia. Infact, the usage of water by women and memaibe taken as the same. For women of Plachinveatar has al-
ways been a common property, a fundamental rigtitearesource to be used by all equally, withouhdpgiaid or exer-
cised as a commodity. Such a view was attractadtbynational media and NGO'’s widely. In fact, théernational Water
Conference held in Plachimada in January 2004atefeon this new face of Plachimada agitation wihettee event criti-
cised the logic of water as a private propertyifgnt into an anti-globalization struggle (Vasuday 2005). Any protest
that excludes women as actors and as an interagp gends to ignore half of the population, therstaking the efficacy

and efficiency of the movement.

Therefore, like Chipko movement, in Plachimada twe, could find women activism as a main reasontlier
success of the environmental movement. As Ferfrafitical Ecologists claims, this women's activieas been necessary
due to the challenge of gendered access to resose@nd management and use of traditional logadreences of the
women. This has been time and again reflected enntbvement with greater participation of pregnaotmen, old age

women and Adivasi women, who were mostly sufferedhfshortage as well as the contaminated water.
Green Belt Movement: Kenyan Experiment on Engendenig Activism

In Africa too, as in many parts of the world, worraee restricted to subsistence activities, resjpdam$or meals,
rearing children, domestic chorus and collectimgviiood. Increasing deforestation not only impliesettification, but it
also meant that women now have to struggle to cofleewood and have to travel much more than thegd to earlier.
Formed as a non-governmentalorganisation (NGOR®Bdlby WangariMaathai, a Professor, noble lauraatkenviron-
mentalist, Green Belt Movement (GBM) of Kenya mgifidcuses on environmental conservation, commuahityelop-
ment and capacity building. It promotes these dbjes through a nationwide grassroots tree plantiagpaign, devel-
opment of green belts and fuel woods plots forllpeaple, particularly for women for self-sustenaand empowerment,

to tackle the problem of soil erosion.

In collecting some astonishing facts, over 50 wnillof trees were planted since Wangari startedrntineement in
1977 (Maathai, 2004). This was complemented wistining to over 30,000 women in forestry, food pssieg, bee-
keeping, and other trades helped them in earnisgstainable income out of their lands and resouidesithai, 2004). It

mobilised women and gained success in plantingythiillion trees over the period of thirty yearsadrding to Maathai,
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“GBM has given training to thousands of women iwviesnmental conservation and management. As atresul
some of the women have initiated group projects,efcample revolving funds, while others have becandependent

leaders and decision-makers capable of addressmgianity related issues "(Maathai, 2004a: 37).

Enormous courage was imparted to exercise an emuealss to resource use and management by eduttaing
one who joins GBM. It helped in creating a socigigt respects democracy, decency, adherence talthef law, human
rights, etc.Women, later acted as leaders by taslegof running nurseries, working with forestgglgnning and imple-
mentation of community-based projects related ttemiaarvesting and food security. Such roles dgwvetore confidence
in them and it gives them more power over the timamf their lives. In fact, it reiterated thewole in conserving the tradi-
tional knowledge and practice with response to ghantimes. For example, the Forest Act of Kenyaesthes, a forest
based farming system, also known as the Shamba&Bystherein, communities are allowed to grow cralesig with
exotic tree species. It has ultimately resultethmindigenous forests degradation, associatedthtlinvasion of foreign
species. In response to this, GBM pilots a Cleaveld@ment Mechanism (CDNMproject. Under this, the individual far-
mers and groups plant a mixture of exotic and ragpecies of trees on farms and public lands, whég only plant ‘na-
tive tree® species in forests. This illustration is a reflestof the idea that CDM is a combination of bathditional and

modern knowledge system by using the exotic andenapecies at appropriate planting grounds.

The movement best exemplify how the advancememtomfien in public domain challenged the gendered powe
relationship in society. It was seen during onehaf opposition against the government's projeataiestruct a multi-
million dollar high-rise complex in Uhuru Park ofaMobi city in 1989. Maathai opposed the decisienyvstrongly by
mobilising women all around the places. She was eidiculed as ‘mad woman’ and a frustrated diverdeaving no cre-
dentials to oppose the state’s decision. The thmesigient, Daniel ArapMoi, declared that it was ‘“Aftican and unima-
ginable for a woman to challenge or oppose men'vigam, 1996:7). However, Maathai stood firm withr ldecision to
oppose the capitalist intrudence and destructidhetnvironment and encouraged other women tovialhe same. In the
end, she won the battle both against states buraaiorder and the patriarchal, male dominatedesp@and became the

torch-bearers to thousands of women who could $e@dessful environmental movements in the future.

The movement, thus, tried to build up gender asvata framework to understand the crisis in thelegical
movements and develops gender-specific environrheoteerns as an important basis. While ecofemiriiambeen criti-
qgued for homogenising women by not consideringdsssuch as class, caste or race, among women, &flaatth the
GBM as an ecofeminist activism make a departure filois homogenisation by identifying different gateies of women
and their resource needs. The theoretical empbasieminist political ecology is pertinent to unstand the differences

within women as a larger/universal category, tdude region specific gender concerns.
Linking Theory and Action in Women’s Organisation

Some important linkages need to be addressed whilerstanding the nature of the ecological movenidrdse
linkages are related to greater women's parti@pads key to the success of environmental movensimie greater inte-

ractions, experience and proximity with environmemdke them well equip to become activists andsatitheir local

8The experience highlights the need for governmeuuities and programmes to be aligned with specéfquirements for carbon projects. CDM calls
for projects to certify there will be no ‘leakage’.

The latter species include: Prunus Africana, Olédcan, Cordia Africana, JuniperusProcera, and Higamong others, depending on the ecological
zones.
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knowledge system in important decisions about emvirental preservation. The greater role of womeanivironmental
movements has been important for them to develepp twn environmental politics, un-gendered andasnable in na-

ture.

Activism for women, as reflected in the above mogatas, most often comes in connection with theiiadaoles,
particularly in defence of family and community,damost often for the reasons of livelihood seculiigalth and safety
and a sense of place. It can be seen that, woreefnoaut liners, unarmed and confident, which isduas a tactic to ensure
a peaceful outcome in a tense situation. This vepea@ally in the case of Kenyan women or Chipkcell@ns, where
women were not only in front line confrontationgtwpolice, but were also central to the organisetiand follow-up ne-
gotiations. Time and again, the communities haweered to their indigenous knowledge productiom &xperiences,
making a complete departure from the scientifid@gical planning of the West. This has been refidatot only in their
unification role (say hugging the tree), but als@ieating authentic mythology and songs, in ligkiature and purpose of
the conflict with the life of the community. Theoeg, the first two themes of feminist political émyy, that is, gendered
access to resource use and knowledge system hasbeeessfully addressed in the movements. Howevegalise an
engendered environmental politics, introspectios taabe made within the private domain, so as kn@eledge the con-
testation of patriarchy and gendered power relatign Although, women activists have made affiroatio the claim of
patriarchal resistance, many ground studies queeasmixed response for a little change at homenia of such study of
Chipko movement, Gayatri Devi said, “I was toldttbars was a very big andolan [movement]. Mayheais, but we nev-
er got anything out of it. The road to our villageyet to be constructed and water is still a peoblOur children cannot
study beyond high school unless they can afforga@nd stay in a town. The girls simply cannot loat.tIn fact, many
more studies are needed to affirm such claims, fdbifferent dimensions and conflict, specific to tpadar loca-
tions”(Mitra, 1993:51). In fact, many more studa® needed to affirm such claims, from differemhelisions and con-

flict, specific to particular locations.

Still, it cannot be denied that an active involveinef women in environmental movements can setrgiedo ac-
centuate a strong women’s movement, as Rochel@@6H) notes, the recent surge in women'’s involugrirecollective
struggles over natural resource and environmessaieis is contributing to a “redefinition of thé&entities, the meaning
of gender, and the nature of environmental probled¥emen in many other environmental movement, sasfNarmada
BachaoAndolan, Save Ganga Movement inGarhwal regaore been upfront and gradually changing perceptabout
what shall be their appropriate role, as they bégitnanslate their defence of the natural resousgeinto new livelihood
strategies. In fact, few women who reach to a hidéeel, promote their stand and encourage otleitne forward,
speak, debate and negotiate at public space ambegsolndeed, the environment is becoming an guigt for some
women into politics in India and women’s organisasi are serving as points of departure for enviemal action and

political and social involvement.

Today, women all over the world and the grassrogganisations in which they are involved are marecerned
than ever about the fate of their environment dmlinkages among the declining ecosystems, dedresources and
their increasing poverty. Feminist Political Ecojogffers a new perspective on the structures anggsses of social
change. Through its recognition of threats to ggaitd diversity and its promotion of social andiemvmental justice, it

helps to strengthen the balance between men’s amiews rights and responsibilities in local comntiesi It clarifies
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linkages among gender, environment, livelihood poderty in ways that benefit both women and merddimg so, it ad-

dresses the economic and political barriers torenmental sustainability and social justice.
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